This unwillingness to speak is a common attendant on deafness, arising probably from many causes. Dr. Kitto is fully persuaded that in his case there was a physical inability to speak, and he is so accurate and truthful an observer that his impression on this head is good evidence of the fact.
As the structure of his vocal organs was perfect before the accident, we have to look at the nerves alone for any physical causes of the inability. The injury to the brain at the origin of the auditory nerves, which produced the deafness, might have extended to the roots of the nerves which supply the muscles engaged in the production of the voice. And as the difficulty seems to be in modulating the voice, and not in producing the sound, the nerves supplying the tongue and lips might have been most jarred.
[Jan. that makes its own way, not only through poverty, and want of sympathy, and absence of appreciation, and actual discouragement from well-intentioned friends, but also in spite of a physical defect which increased these hinderances to success a hundredfold, until it attained its right position among its fellows, and thereby content, bearing witness that " there is no one so low but that he may rise; no condition so cast down as to be really hopeless; and no privation which need of itself shut out any man from the paths of honorable exertion, or from the hope of usefulness in life."
To trace his progress, to see his pure love of knowledge for its own sake, driving him 011 and keeping him up to constant exertion with a tension which needed none of the stimidus of prizes, or even of fellowfeeling, to see him humbly submitting to employments against his tastes, and in which he could not place his heart, but which never led him astray from his one object, until at last, casting all other cares aside, and determining at all risks to act upon his " soul-felt conclusions, and to stand by the truth or fall by the error of his ineradicable convictions," and to learn that he has succeeded, must do all readers good. For his success has been won by unremitting toil, and his own strong instincts led him not to the mere gratification of his tastes, but into a path of earnest and useful labour, which he felt he had been prepared for walking in.
Dr. Kitto communicates with his own household, and with all those with whom he is on terms of personal intercourse, by finger-talking. are so high, the difficulties to be overcome so numerous, and the attractions to take a shorter and easier road than persevering labour points out, are so numerous and seducing. The strong will, the self-dependence gradually growing out of and based firmly (as the event proved) on an accurate self-knowledge, and not on an inflated estimate of his own capacities; the freedom from vanity which this shows, and with it genuine humility, and self-distrust under new circumstances which may happen, and of which he has had no experience, and the feeling of satisfaction and content, his honest pride in having used his success to his own exertions, and yet his submission to, and acknowledgment of a guiding Providence, are traits of a character which cannot be studied without the conviction that it is a high one, under a wish (which may not be barren) that such was the reader's own.
